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Introduction

The issue of Foodbanks has been increasingly in the headlines over the last few 
months. The numbers of people using a Foodbank has risen both locally and 
nationally. What is going on in our society? Is this an automatic result of the 
kind of society and economy we have? If so, should we just accept it or try to do 
something about it? Should a growing number of people in today’s Britain have to 
choose between heating and eating?

Many of the Foodbanks are being run by churches, and church leaders have been 
speaking out about fairness and justice, especially in the light of inequality which 
is increasing at the same rate as Foodbank use. This booklet is being published by 
EDJEN, the Evesham and District Justice and Equality Network, whose members 
are primarily from local churches, and which has brought together the local 
Foodbanks Forum, whose members have provided information and support for 
this work.

We draw on a number of sources, including local ones. Caring Hands in the Vale, 
operating from the Vale of Evesham Christian Centre and supported by other 
local churches, found its number of users doubled between 2012/13 and 2013/4. 
It is now complemented by the Foodbank initiated by the Pershore churches, and 
between them they are continuing to supply a similar number of food parcels in 
2014/15. Among the national sources we quote are Oxfam, the Church of England, 
the Citizens Advice Bureau, the Trussell Trust, Church Action on Poverty (CAP) 
and the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) of the Methodist, Baptist and United 
Reformed Churches. There is a summary of their recommendations in our
Conclusion.

In 2013 the JPIT, with support from the Quakers and the Church of Scotland, 
published The lies we tell ourselves: ending comfortable myths about poverty 
which challenged the ideas many had about people on benefits and generated 
considerable debate. The JPIT has continued to monitor the effects of welfare 
reforms, and with CAP promoted a series of Breadline Question Times around the 
country, involving local politicians and Foodbank organisers. One was held in May 
2014 in Stratford and another in Malvern in October. People using Foodbanks 
spoke up about the shame and humiliation they have felt, despite the kindness 
of the volunteers. In March the JPIT issued a further report Rethink Sanctions 
saying more than one million people were subjected to benefit sanctions in 2014, 
affecting nearly 100,000 children. It said the sanctions regime is punitive, inhuman 
and unchristian. It also seriously affects people who are mentally ill, it called for a 
thorough review.



The Trussell Trust is a Christian charity which has a network of over 400 
Foodbanks in the UK. These fed 300,000 people in 2012/13, but over 900,000 in 
2013/14. Adding in the other maybe 50% of Foodbanks which Trussell does not 
run the numbers must be well over a million. At the same time, as Oxfam has 
pointed out, Britain’s five richest families own as much as the poorest 20%, they 
have £28.2 billions, while the total wealth of that poorest 20% is £28.1 billions, or 
£2,230 each.

Churches are encouraged by their faith to care for the needy and feed the hungry. 
However we are also urged to challenge high levels of inequality by prophets 
like Amos who railed against the wealthy for lying on beds of ivory (read luxury 
yachts), drinking wine by the bowlful or anointing themselves with expensive 
perfumes. Jesus himself said that it is harder for someone rich to enter the 
kingdom of God than for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle. A global tax 
on riches such as advanced by the economist Thomas Picketty could both raise 
money for benefits and save wealthy souls.



Caring Hands in the Vale 

This project, which has operated from the Vale of Evesham Christian Centre for 
twelve years, is well-known and loved by many in our area, not least by those who 
benefit from its help. However over the last two years it has found demand has 
increased considerably, putting very real pressure on its organisers and resources. 
During the three financial years between 2010 and 2013 it provided around 
400 food parcels a year. During 2013/4 this rose to 823 food parcels, each with 
approved nutritional contents. A food parcel should last the recipient(s) a week, 
and 823 food parcels equates to some 34,000 meals. Caring Hands make parcels 
available each day from Monday to Friday.

Parcels are tailored to cooking facilities (or lack of them), allergies and dietary 
requirements; babymilk and nappies can also be provided. People cannot just 
walk in from the street and receive assistance, they must be referred by a local 
front-line agency. Caring Hands has a list of ninety such organisations. After one 
person or family has received three food parcels there is a discussion with their 
referring agency. The project has also been serving up to 65 lunches on Mondays 
and Wednesdays, where diners receive free meals and can take away additional 
foodstuffs if needed.

In the nine months from 1st April to 31st December 2014, the numbers needing 
food parcels have fallen, but a key reason for this may well be the opening of the 
Pershore Foodbank. When the parcels of both Foodbanks are added together they 
come to a similar figure to the Caring Hands peak year of 2013/4. There follow the 
figures for the nine months to Dec. 31st 2014, and the reasons for referral.

233 single food parcels
174 family food parcels
407 in total

This has been for 757 people and provided nearly 16,000 meals

Main reasons for referral:
       
Benefit Delays, Sanctions etc                       86  21%
Debt                                                                       14  3.5%
Low Incomes                                                      183  45%
Employment issues
(e.g. redundancy, non-payment of
wages, zero hours contacts etc)              13  3.5%
Homelessness                                                    63  15.5%



Other reasons (11.5%) included burglary/theft, relationship breakdown, domestic 
violence, long-term illness, accident, hospital discharge, mental health problems 
and substance misuse. Referrals came from 36 different agencies.

Extending this to a full year suggests that some 550 food parcels will have been 
provided during the financial year to March 31st, an increase of around 40% on 
the three years prior to 2013/14.

The following is a testimony from a Caring Hands user -

I am in my forties and live alone, I worked for 24 years between the ages of 16 and 
40, but then my marriage breakdown led to serious depression. I was signed off by 
doctors and was on incapacity benefit for 5 years. A few months ago I felt I wanted to 
get back to work. I wanted to give my 3 children more help. I applied for several jobs 
and in February got work with one of the local food-packing firms. I felt better about 
myself.

A lot of the workers were from eastern Europe and I began to feel a bit isolated. I 
spoke to the supervisor but, instead of there being any discussion about this, I was 
suspended. I was still on 3 months probation and a short time later I was sacked.

I had no money during my suspension so I went to the Benefits Office but they said 
I wasn’t entitled to anything as I was still under contract, I should go on the internet 
to find another job. I applied for other jobs but didn’t get them because I was already 
under contract. I have had debts in the past but managed them, but with no money 
coming in the debts mounted up. I had no money at all, even after I was sacked the 
Benefits Office gave me nothing. A local Trust and the CAB helped with rent and fuel 
bills but if it hadn’t been for the Evesham Foodbank I would have starved. They saved 
my life!

After another 4 weeks my Jobseekers Allowance finally came through, I have been 
applying for jobs all the time. I want to work but being suspended without pay 
and then sacked with no money left me very vulnerable. I am very thankful for 
Foodbanks but why are they needed?

Some more stories

Jack lives on his own, he had got a job but it was working on a zero hours contract. 
He had suffered a sports injury and was laid up for some time, with no income from 
his workplace. He had no knowledge of the benefits system as he had never needed it, 
and someone told him that because technically he had a job he had no entitlement. 
He therefore never went to the benefits office, although he should have been able to 
get some help. He arrived at the Foodbank after eight weeks, and by that time had no 
money, no food, no gas or electricity and was in severe debt.  He had been struggling 
alone and only found out about us from a friend.  



One day a young woman turned up pushing a pram. When she came inside she burst 
into tears, she was so ashamed at having to ask for food from a charity. She was a 
first time referral due to relationship breakdown and was struggling with a baby on a 
very low income. 

‘Faith in Foodbanks’

This is a document prepared in 2014 by the national Joint Public Issues Team of 
the Methodist, Baptist and United Reformed Churches, and what follows is part of 
the Introduction. 

Across the United Kingdom, in towns, cities and rural communities, there has 
emerged a rapidly growing network of Foodbanks. Local churches and congre-
gations have often played a key role in their establishment. Storerooms are be-
ing transformed by shelves full of tinned goods and non-perishables; armies of 
volunteers are busily sorting and storing daily consignments. New friendships and 
partnerships are being forged. Hardly a supermarket exists now where we cannot 
find a collection point, creating new relationships between people of faith, major 
retailers and the wider community.

In real and practical ways Christians are sharing bread with one another, welcom-
ing the stranger, loving our neighbour and acting as stewards of God’s creation and 
provision. We might argue that this is a return to an age-old tradition, food being 
stored and shared for the common good, inspired and directed by Bible teaching.

Through Foodbanks we hear and tell our different stories, and provide a place 
where not only immediate needs can be met, but broader issues considered. And, 
as stories are shared and needs addressed, we cannot help but find ourselves also 
asking questions. Why in one of the wealthiest nations in the world, are an increas-
ing number of our population reliant on Foodbanks to sustain their families? How 
is it that some of our key producers of food struggle to maintain a basic livelihood, 
while some food retailers announce enormous profits? Is it right that something 
which began as an emergency stop-gap is becoming more of an ongoing necessity? 
Are Foodbanks, and churches, becoming unofficially part of the welfare state?



Not only Caring Hands….

Caring Hands is only open two days per week and several other local churches 
now hold small stocks of food to assist people who come for help. At one parish 
church the requests for help are increasing and it has issued 55 food parcels, 
lasting for three days each, between October and January. Another assists largely 
with immediate needs but also has some of the food vouchers issued by a local 
Trust which can be spent at the Co-op supermarket (although not on tobacco or 
alcohol). Here are stories from each of them.

Ms J. lived with her mother in a housing association property and had left work to be 
her mother’s full-time carer. She was close to retirement age and so was in the process 
of taking her pension early, but this had not yet been sorted out. Whilst she received 
some benefits as a carer, these stopped when her mother died and, shortly afterwards, 
she was told she would have to pay bedroom tax which put even more strain on her 
financial situation. Ms J is a very private person and didn’t feel she could ask friends 
or neighbours to help.  She came to us for help and we were able to offer her food 
from the food bank. This continued for several months. Eventually, her pension was 
sorted out and her financial situation was such that she no longer needed our help. 
She was very grateful for what we had been able to do and when occasion allowed, 
she donated some items to the food bank for others to take advantage of. 

Mr A has been unemployed for several years and finds it very difficult to make ends 
meet on benefits. He has need of a food parcel every three or four weeks. 

Mr B is a homeless gentleman who spent a short time in Evesham during 2014.  He 
was in the area for 2 or 3 weeks.  During that time, he came in regularly for cups of 
coffee/tea and we were able to provide him with some food from the food bank, not 
just to take away with him but also we were able to heat up some bowls of soup etc, 
for him to eat in Church. 

A volunteer at the second church has food vouchers available, and says she is 
especially concerned about the number of young men she sees who may have 
differences with their families but do not qualify for help with accommodation.

Steve, as we call him, came to us about a year ago to ask for food vouchers.  
Gradually we built up a relationship and he told us more about his life. He said he 
was homeless because his family had moved away, but he wanted to stay in the area.  
We believed he was living in a tent.

Occasionally he sofa-surfed, in the very cold weather. One day he came to us asking 
for a drink.  He said he hadn’t had anything to drink for two days, and not eaten 
either.  I have never seen a glass of squash go down so quickly!



Steve had an uncle who he hoped was going to put him in a flat but that never hap-
pened.  Once I gave him a sandwich and a lift to the shops - he had his leg in plaster 
and had hobbled up to us on crutches. He told me that he had a problem as he could 
not cook while living in a tent. His last visit was hopefully the final one. He has a job 
and returned to thank me for my help; - it really wasn’t me helping, it was the charity 
that donated the vouchers!

The Trussell Trust

This Trust, whose regional representative attends our Foodbanks Forum, in 
November 2014 issued its six-monthly statistical report. This suggested the level of 
need is continuing. It said that low income and welfare problems had led to a 38% 
increase in foodbank numbers, despite an apparent economic recovery. Almost 
500,000 people, including over 175,000 children, had been given 3 days food over 
the last six months. The main reason remained difficulties with benefits but low 
wages had emerged as a growing problem. Benefit delays were cited as 30%, with 
changes another 15%. However 22% said low income was the cause, compared to 
16% for the same period last year. That means over 50% more people were referred 
to a foodbank compared to 2012/3.

The Trussell Chief Executive David McAuley said, ’While the rate of new 
foodbanks opening has slowed dramatically, we are continuing to see a 
considerable increase in numbers…. Incomes for the poorest have not been 
increasing in line with inflation and many… are not seeing the benefits of 
economic recovery. Instead they are living on a financial knife-edge which one 
small change in circumstances or a ‘life shock’ can force them into a crisis where 
they cannot afford to eat’.  

The Trust is developing a ‘More than Food’ approach to help people break out 
of crisis. It is working with a Money Saving expert to place financial advisers in 
foodbanks to help people managing extremely low incomes, but it warns that 
ending UK hunger cannot rest solely with the charity sector. 

The Trussell Trust Chairman, Chris Mould, commented:   ‘Foodbank use is not 
rising because people are taking advantage of free food, it’s rising because more 
people are facing situations where they cannot afford to eat. Foodbank use is a 
last resort when other coping strategies have been exhausted. People speak of 
the shame and embarrassment that they feel before visiting a foodbank, and the 
courage it took to walk through the door….. hunger in the UK is real, distressing 
and a problem that continues to demand urgent attention.’

The Trust was also involved in Emergency Use Only, a report produced in late 
2014 in conjunction with the Child Poverty Action Group, Oxfam and the Church 
of England. It found that 19-28% of users had recently had household



benefits stopped or reduced because of a sanction and 28-34% were waiting for a 
benefit claim which had not been decided.  The Report offers clear suggestions in 
answer to the question ‘What might prevent people from using food banks?’

The Church of England and the Archbishop of Canterbury

Having been involved in publishing Emergency Use Only, the Church of England 
-through the Archbishop’s Charitable Trust - also funded a report by the All 
Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) Inquiry into Hunger and Poverty, released 
at a meeting of the Group on December 8th. The enquiry was jointly chaired by 
Frank Field MP and Rt Revd Tim Thornton, Bishop of Truro, and included two 
Conservative MPs and one peer, and one Labour MP. 

The launch was accompanied by an article by the Archbishop of Canterbury in 
which he said he had been shocked, after a recent visit to the Congo where he 
met hungry people, to speak to people in a Foodbank in the UK who even here 
were in difficulty. He talked to a family which had just been managing, with the 
adults skipping one meal a week, but when the tyres failed on their car, and the 
father couldn’t get to work at night, they had to turn to the local foodbank. They 
were treated with respect, even love, by the local church volunteers but they were 
ashamed to be hungry. The Archbishop urged a vigorous response to the shocking 
situation by all parties and agreed to become President of a new initiative called 
‘Feeding Britain’. 

The APPG report calls for a range of initiatives to tackle ‘hungry Britain’, including 
a national network of state-backed Foodbanks, the adoption of a fairer, speedier 
and less punitive benefits system, the introduction of a national living wage 
and a clampdown on ‘rip-off ’ phone energy and personal credit charges. It cites 
anecdotal evidence that there has been an increase in scavenging for leftovers 
in supermarket and restaurant skips, and shoplifting of basic foodstuffs. It urges 
supermarkets and food manufacturers to divert more of the millions of tons of 
edible foods sent to landfill towards charities to provide food parcels, and calls for 
an end to ‘the scandal of the subsidised destruction of edible food. An estimated 
4.3 million tons of food is wasted, only 2% goes to charities.

The latest statistics show that since 2012 833,628 individuals have received an 
average 1.73 benefit sanctions each. From April 2000 to June 2014, over 3 million 
people received over 2 sanctions each. Critics say it is not more foodbanks which 
are needed but an economic and welfare system which does not force people into 
the choice of ‘heat or eat’.



The Citizens Advice Bureau

The CAB is another of the agencies to which needy people turn. In 2013 it asked 
its local bureaux to keep a record for a month of every client referred to a local 
Foodbank, and the reason why. From those who replied over 600 referrals were 
made during that month, which figure scaled up to all bureaux would mean about 
100,000 referrals over a year. 

36% of cases had to do with a delay in benefit payments, some clients were 
directed by the Jobcentre to Foodbanks instead of being offered short-term 
advances. 16% had been sanctioned for what was thought to be non-compliance 
with their conditions - not attending a meeting or failure to apply for enough jobs. 
Vulnerable clients with mental health problems appeared to be disproportionately 
sanctioned. 

In 10% of cases clients were refused benefits, for example for ‘undisclosed 
partners’ which can mean being cut off for a long time even if the claimant 
successfully appeals. 8% of cases involved homelessness, or those in temporary 
accommodation. 4% involved the recovery of debts by cutting benefits, and most 
other cases related to benefit reductions of one kind and another. Some also 
involved pay-day lenders, bailiffs, high utility bills and family breakdown. There 
were victims of domestic violence and migrants who had no recourse to public 
funds. That there should be over 100,000 such referrals to Foodbanks over a year 
suggests again there is a fundamental problem at the heart of the welfare system.

Church Action on Poverty (CAP)

CAP has been increasingly active in relation to Foodbanks over recent years, 
especially in relation to its ‘Breadline’ and ‘Close the Gap’ projects. During 2014 
it published a report called Below the Breadline in conjunction with the Trussell 
Trust and Oxfam. The report’s summary included the following information.

The UK is the seventh richest country in the world but deeply unequal. In May 
2014 the Office for National Statistics (ONS) reported that the richest 1% of 
Britons own the same as the poorer 54%. The same month the Sunday Times 
reported that the 1,000 richest people in the country had doubled their wealth to 
£520 billions in five years. Yet Oxfam and CAP calculated that over 20 millions 
meals were given to people in food poverty in 2013/4, a 54% increase on 2012/3.



Protecting its citizens from hunger is one of Government’s most fundamental 
duties, the principle of this crucial safety net appears now under threat. As a re-
port commissioned by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA) stated, ‘There is no evidence to support the claim that increased food aid 
provision is driving demand. All available evidence, both in the UK and inter-
nationally, points in the opposite direction. Put simply, there is more need and 
informal food aid providers are trying to help’.

People on low incomes have traded down and down again to the cheapest prod-
ucts, after which they just have to buy less food. ‘We spoke to people living on one 
meal a day, drinking hot water and lemon to tame hunger pangs , trying to work 
out how to survive on a food budget of £6 per week’. More than half a million 
children in the UK are now living in families who are unable to provide a minimal 
diet. Food prices have increased considerably in the eight years to July 2013. The 
UK has one of the highest housing costs in Europe while between 2010 and 2013 
energy prices rose 37%. Low wages, insecure and zero-hours contracts mean for 
many low-income households they cannot meet basic outgoings.

Evidence also shows that changes to the social security system are driving food 
poverty, cuts since 2013 have had a severe impact on poor and vulnerable families. 
These cuts have been coupled with an increasingly strict sanctions regime – 58% 
are successfully challenged, suggesting people may suffer a loss of income through 
no fault of their own. The abolition of the Social Fund has prevented thousands 
from access to crisis loans. It is estimated that 49% of people are referred to Food-
banks due to social security problems or refusal of a crisis loan.

Close the Gap

In a recent booklet CAP focuses on what it calls Close the Tax Gap. It points out 
that the gap between rich and poor is now greater than at any time in the last 50 
years. It says that of the 100 largest companies 98 use tax havens to hide their 
profits. In 2011 Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) estimated that £35 
billions was going uncollected, from individuals and businesses. CAP also states 
that the 50 largest companies almost always pay 5% less tax than they declare in 
their accounts, and in 2006 these companies avoided more tax than was paid in 
total by all UK companies!



Every pound unpaid in tax is a pound less to spend on services, CAP says that 
spending cuts hit the poorest 10 times harder than the wealthiest, just one third 
of the tax avoided by the 700 largest companies would be enough to halve child 
poverty and £18 billions of UK corporate profits are shifted annually to tax havens 
– the same amount the Government is cutting from benefits.  The booklet says the 
Bible contains over 5,000 verses relating to economic justice, including – 

‘If you oppress the poor you insult their creator’,  Proverbs 14, 31

‘If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honoured all rejoice 
together’,  I Cor. 12, 26, 

and quotes mainstream Church publications -

‘Paying tax can be viewed as a social obligation akin to loving one’s neighbour’ 
Church of Scotland

‘Those who are avoiding paying their contributions are mainly wealthy individuals 
and corporations so the recouping of this money would not harm the poorest and 
most vulnerable’    Quakers in Britain 2012

‘As public services are being cut, the injustice of tax avoidance is becoming more 
acute’   Methodist Conference 2011

Finally in its booklet CAP calls for improved transparency, under the auspices 
of the European Union, increased pressure on the accountancy profession, more 
resources for the HMRC and stronger anti-avoidance measures, including tackling 
the tax havens which are Crown-linked.

Conclusion

What seems clear from the above is that there are large sums of money which 
could be collected and used to limit or end the cuts to public services and to ben-
efits. This is not to say the benefits system and public services could not be more 
efficient and should not be reformed. This needs to be done while maintaining 
care, safety and dignity for the neediest in society. In January 2015 the Method-
ist Church reported its discovery that in March 2014, the last month for which 
information was available, 4500 people who receive Employment and Support 
Allowance because of a long-term mental health problem had been sanctioned, 
that is over 100 a day. The most common reason was being late or not arriving for 
an appointment – something to which mentally ill people may be the most prone. 
Some have taken their lives due to benefit changes or the threat of this, since 2008 
there have been 60 suicides linked to loss of benefits.



It appears that, overall, it is the poorest who are suffering the effects of the 
economic crash of 2007/8, and those in the wealthiest section of society who are 
suffering the least. According to the Sunday Times the richest 1,000 people in 
the UK became 13% richer in 2013, with a net ‘worth’ of over £500 billions. New 
research by New World Wealth states that Britain will be home to one million 
dollar millionaires ‘within the next three years’, the share of UK wealth owned by 
HNW (High Net Worth) individuals is 38%.

Foodbanks are an important supplement to our social and economic system, 
and unfortunately may need to remain so for some years, However there are 
a range of proposals and recommendations from some very respectable and 
committed bodies above which would greatly improve the situation, and it is to be 
hoped that these will be thoroughly debated both before and after the May 2015 
General Election. These Recommendations – primarily to Government - can be 
summarised as:-

1) An urgent overhaul of the welfare system, reducing delays in paying 
benefits, the numbers of people sanctioned and the cutting off of benefits, 
ensuring that every UK resident always has enough for a life of decency;

2)   A phased end to zero hours contracts, the prosecution of employers 
who pay below the minimum wage, and commitments by employers (if 
necessary with inducements) to pay the Living Wage - which all should receive 
by 2020 at the latest;

3) Ongoing in-depth research, by Government and others, into the impact 
of low wages, insecure work, the multiple changes to the benefits system and 
in particular sanctions (especially on the most vulnerable such as children and 
the mentally ill) with detailed proposals as to how to respond;

4) Ensuring wealthy individuals, and large and powerful corporations, 
pay their taxes, with reforms so that companies pay tax commensurate with 
their sales in the UK, more resources for HMRC, and the requirement of 
transparency in the whole taxation system – including in those many overseas 
jurisdictions for which the UK has ultimate responsibility;

5) By the Churches, all faith communities and all concerned for the 
common good - continued practical and prayerful support for Foodbanks and 
their volunteers, while continuing to demand that all who live in this wealthy 
country have enough both to heat and to eat.



We congratulate and support all those who organise, volunteer in or contribute 
to local Foodbanks, especially in Evesham and Pershore, and those organisations 
who are dealing with and seeking to support the poorest in our society. We look 
forward to a much fairer distribution of our national wealth, such that Foodbanks 
will return to their original purpose - occasional emergency provision for those 
most in need, in a very brief space before state support steps in. One of the most 
common statements from those using Foodbanks is the stigma that they feel, 
despite the best efforts of the volunteers. Some will not use them at all for that 
reason, and would rather go without.

EDJEN is a group of representatives from several Evesham Churches who meet 
together every six or eight weeks to discuss from a Christian perspective issues of 

justice and equality in our local communities, and more widely. Other concerns we 
have are fair trade, homelessness, the environment, the health service, Palestine/
Israel, community cohesion and global inequality. If you are interested in joining 

contact your priest, minister or pastor, or email the Convenor Revd David Haslam 
at   davidhaslam558@btinternet.com

Further information on the issues raised is available from these websites

www.jointpublicissues.org.uk
www.trusselltrust.org

www.church-poverty.org.uk
www.oxfam.org.uk

www.archbishopofcanterbury.org

The Joint Public Issues Team of the Methodist, Baptist and United Reformed 
Churches also has an e-newsletter called Praxis, for which anyone can sign up, and 

anyone can become a member of Church Action on Poverty.

EDJEN is grateful for the support of Evesham Methodist Church, All Saints Vicar’s 
Fund and the John Martins Trust.

Each member of our society is a child of God, and in a society as wealthy as ours 
deserves as of right a decent standard of living enough to feed, clothe, warm and 
shelter themselves and their families. While this is not happening it is a judgement 
on us all.
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